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<Abstract>

Cooperative Strategies to Establish a New
Higher Education Program on Southeast Asia:
An Empirical Analysis of Achievements and

Future Tasks in Korea

Je Seong JEON
(Jeonbuk National University)

Woonkyung YEO
(Seoul National University)

Han Woo LEE
(Sogang University)

This paper analyzes the establishment process, operation method,
performance, and tasks of newly opened Southeast Asia-related majors
over the past 10 years. Through this empirical analysis, we hope to
provide practical implications for those who wish to open a new major
related to area studies. The cases we introduce and compare are the
Southeast Asian Languages and Civilizations Major at Seoul National
University, the Graduate Program in Southeast Asian Studies at Sogang
University, and the East Asian and Multicultural Studies Major at
Jeonbuk National University. These three majors have something in
common: they were created through support and cooperation of faculty
specializing in Southeast Asian area studies as well as faculty teaching on

other regions or fields, and are operated in a manner of openness and
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solidarity. Thanks to the cooperative strategies, these courses provided
education on the region and language of Southeast Asia at universities
where education on Southeast Asia was scarce, and produced many
graduates with an understanding of Southeast Asia. Although they are
facing many challenges such as deepening curriculum, securing stability,
and recruiting major students and faculty, it is expected that such
challenges can be solved through cooperation and solidarity as has been

the case so far.

Key Words: Southeast Asian studies, area studies, higher education,
university, graduate course, language teaching program,

Korea



