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<Abstract>

Thailand 2024: Thaksin’s Return and the
Promise of 2027

Jiwon SUH
(Seoul National University)

Under the limited political conditions in which any political party or
any politician can be judicially removed, Thai political parties are still
striving for the victory in the upcoming 2027 general election, which has
led to some successes such as the passage of the Marriage Equality Bill.
As much as the series of the Constitutional Court decisions to dissolve the
Move Forward Party, the political party with the most seats in the House,
and to disqualify Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin from his position were
politically significant, the return of Thaksin Shinawatra as a major
political player on the stage can also be highlighted. Thaksin was released
from the police hospital in February and took a more active political role,
especially since his daughter Paetongtarn Shinawatra became the prime
minister. The coalition government of the Pheu Thai Party has been,
however, less decisive in implementing the pro-poor policies than
Thaksin’s Thai Rak Thai government, and the government has made little
progress in overcoming the authoritarian legacy of the military rule.
Partisan mobilization of distrust of neighboring countries and peoples

prevented fuller protection of migrant rights and economic cooperation in
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the region. Whether the Pheu Thai Party’s dilemma between making
compromises with the conservative forces and competing with the
People’s Party (formerly Move Forward) over the pro-democracy voters
can be resolved with the successful economic growth under the new
conditions of the higher trade barriers in the world economy and the

hegemonic competition remains to be seen.
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