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2he 7ol AFBT. 20209 MZAIT)F FES W3 A9l9) 2
;Lw_ A 1, B2 57, 99 AoITk & elEle) Af
o AAL frdlels F3 24 & HANT|L 2w eso
:‘,:ug_% AN AL FAH 2ol 3L A3l of sitl= Aoltk 1
& Mzt $5710A 2lolA) B F4e) el ke dl=
MzE o] 714 AT o] e AXY AR
2020 A9 FEAETY A $571ES HEsd= ZAUHET} A
o 23] alw A=) shAe} Bl 0e-g e dok ol
mojejolg F210.2 Bale) ol 5AR) Wtk Aujsk B Adel]

S5 23S AW 23F A E] ¥ Chadcehart Sittipunt) 2] 20221 W=
FAA AT HoME & sedet. MZATHE] Y=2]Q1 Z]A]
£ WH 23k L0 g Snfste] Zolgtolddt AP E Fal
71E A7 Q) S mEA] @ar 2211 SE} A8R| o
£ A5 &85t Ade B Ax AAA 2o sEsl
THStrangio 2022/05/23).

MZAt S0l A= oSty 7k Eelol7} Atz o= Al E
o] FAA ol e i & Ae AFeE HIs 2otk
2020d 7t gelold 4% UEL Byt ZE3Q 7} 199430
2l PRI o 2 T4 4 B AHHES AF Ao sl o)
2AA0] I=AE /NA o= HEF AL, AFAAL AARE oJF5)
ok HF 2021F 5€ Bl EEARALE Eepsto] od3e st
© H A7 vk d2S WREARE o] ARdE S8l o 24
ARNEQ] A7 =3} BAlo] 3= ©] 71X tHThai PBS World’s
Political Desk 2021/05/07). T3t 7} EEF0|= 20200 FE 4 =
=3 9] F8-& Hldsta, /Wge] Evksit F 4 7Fsstthal 2021
W Asgto e Y w5x0 JiHd n22Ql Zoteto| gt
o] ApA3tE &3] ik RHA YHE AL olo] WAL = 7t

ml
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LFetolell thet MZAIth o} A& &2 o} o= HE7A| = 7415
3L JARE 2019'd A w) ofuStute|Zh A Ao = A
) Blsf AAY AHor 20231 d T 7heETol s AT

o824 B2 oHES S Ao dddnt

szoleto|g3t 7k Eetolgo] A Al FolAl HHA o] E25
U (frenemy, XI7-olA} A% 2 H3E7| = HH(Taptim 2022). 3o}
Elo|7} el B AP E F4lo] oS fHF| 07 0]7]7] flsfiA]
= B2 219 AR)7 e skar gheksiA] thA ok sk Al
R} ¥ ﬂﬂﬁa}x}ﬂ olo] T2 B AYES] FFHS a8l
FBAR1 AFAE WoJstar o|dqstr] L= 7keEetoleh 22 3l
—HJbDUr«l 2A3to] FWo=zlolt}. 4 o]|F AYAR ATl A o]
w3k H2)F o]gFRato] o] FojHA|= A 5T = glovt zotet

o7} ¢4 FAloNA Y] U= sElE HelAME Ela ATF e Ems
A S AslA = e E AlHE] AR MZAIT Y] 4=
D= A - Fasitt o]F 8l ZoleteloAlE Bl HE =
7F Bl A 7RI AL Q= 24, 1ejal dEE el ik vl-¢- W3Rt
o] o5, F s 7keEete|o] X1EA A3t Fefol| 2
SZ o X5 FofloF & Aot olS°] Al HH Hi=& K
Algo] XIER of WIEAl 0 2 vhe 7] oot B AR ET) o
A2E AL 20149 FRFo= AT s AT = /it

\l
=

I e A 3l5e] 2309 2tk ek

1. HE 2=

202083 AEE o] Al S el i) olol) AA, AEA &
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Ho g ej=2 22 GDP7F 6.2% SFHIAIT, 2021~2022'd ARe] 3
]3] A 2kstel 2 2 Z%5(Khon La Khreung, BHgt X|<4°)9)3
2o Rag AAo] a3E HoluA, 20230l WY o] &
o] 24 GDPE 3]E3 A 07 HQItKBhaopichitr 2022/01/12). o]
20218 olut 2022'd Zofl HHY o] 2] A GDPE 35T
A=U Aol deo]Alo}, Held Foll BIsHA Bij=o] 352 Hd
o, o= Bi=9] A7t WY o 2RY 7Y B BHAE vk 7o
I E]del oAskaL 7] wiiEoltk 2019 SAll mEW 3]
< H= AANA 13%E 7P & vl AFASaL AATHWorld
Bank Group 2022: 4).

20219 El=<] A3 GDP AAES 1.5%E 71531, 20221 3%
Z17H A= 3.1%°0 ©]|2RTHNESDC 2022: 1; IMF Communication
Department 2022). 20223 9¢ =4538}7] S(International Monetary
Fund, IMF)°] W% BEiAjol] w2 2022 319k A4 GDP7H
2.8% BT Ao E AFEJANE AA| 377 FRF 4.5% 83,
olglgt FA% AAGEE AT AL WB4rF ] 35 vgE &
H] 3] 50| THIMF Communication Department 2022). 20223 1€
HE 9d71A] Bl Ul o=l WA 568 e H.omA,
Zafoll vl3l 1,863% STHE ATHNESDC 2022: 4). 202213 9Ll Ej

= ERE WAL ;Y oA 9] 45%0] EEEt %
Alotel B8 571t World Bank Group Press Release 2022).
112 219 e= I/ A AARS NEE 03] AF-=HOffice of National
Economic and Social Development Council, ©]3} NESDC)©| 33+
BaAel] = 20221 1958 9L7HA] WIZE 2H1E 6.5% ST
A, 7 FA= 1% BASUTHNESDC 2022: 2).

5) ‘2 g A2
48 AAY
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HIZE 4] 352 o) A ¢ks)e} o]of] wWE EEAe] 35,
aela e By ZA9 oyt A =7 Hdle wEdel
FTARBH= 407t Bl =5 AFE] AAIE AL ATIsR A
< 2Hk= Hl= ARk A7I-A = ol H Tt 20191 4+27] 16,500
o] BimIS} 4609 El) FEOIRE JHAAHE 2020 287
14,0009 BY(7]8} 3909 Z2)E F7ATHAmphunan et al. 2022).
olof Bi=r AR 202013 10€5E ‘& g AT ol Bl vk
A BAG AR, A= ofgl E9F ZTHUdomthip 2022).
2022'd0ll= COVID-19 th-& A& A& 943 F 13 5719 8l
A4 F 12 3,8009] Blo] o] wigr 2 Aol 23t

<E 1> ‘2 2} 35 XY YA o Mot

chA 2 AlE | Algste | ETRRYOHE 5 (2h x| &M (THB, 2H3h

7|2t (THB) |70 £H|XH  of = qlzt HE A
1-2 cH
(2020.1023- | 3,500 1,476 114 | 52251 | 49,814 | 102,065
2021.0331)

3eHA|
(2001.07.01- | 4,500 2,635 131 | 113,936 | 109,986 | 223,922
2021.12.31)

4EHA]
(2022.0201- | 1,200 2,627 136 | 31491 | 30,344 | 61,835
2022.04.30)

S 970,000%
(2022.0901- | 800 2402 | oo | 18343 | 17,678 | 36,022
2022.10.31) (o)

(F4: 202213 112 1¢¥ Thai Rathol] U2 “Khon La Krueng Phase 6.” Z1AF 8-S
A3sle] WA B2 A7)

o3l A $8lE 9] Tegdo] 7)E WA 7P HA AH]
2}o] F&ate] 1005k 7l o)de] A7 vl A 2021d 10

=
YEE 202213 9Y7HA] F 12712 B2 801k A o) de] UAErt
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AZ FEEHWA, 20224 4377] AGES 1.2%E 7HAaste] A
o]ZQ1 2019d Gl 7WHIATE B9 85 22 71T 8.4%0]
Al 4.6%E ZASHATE = A o] JHEEA Hit dEs
20221 FHbl= Adxe)] Hlgl 54% UG ATHWorld Bank
Group 2022: 18-19). 53] Bl AH+= 2022 109 =2 o= I
HADF S H 5% Q8] AaE5Zo] AZdoldel tig eFdS
g e E A9k A T A2 dY HAYFS 328~3548K7]
3} 8.6~9.328), € HA AT 9,840~10,620(7] S} 273~295 E)
Abo] 2 1AFE AT World Bank Group 2022: 11). 2E-2] Asle}
e S HIZE APlE Sske d 7|Hgtta & 5 T
ZF FARY] A7 thule] =8 3ol mE Zo g E3] 2021
157] o]% 3|24 - F A Foreign Direct Investment)2] Sth7} =4
Z18th o] e T=9 A71ZA I} Au 4 A Astd
AR T &l HEFo|Y Hi= AR o|F3 A 2 9
A 719 €00 2§ A otiBhaopichitr 2022/12/21). El= HHE-= o]
o 333t e)=A 7Iol AsAt 2, Al FHE 2 UAE
AR S-S AH|2 AHY], vlo] 2558k =2 (Bio-Circular-Green,
BCG) A4 E ARl Fof FollA Hi= 7|3 32 B & &+
AES A st FIZE B2 g XA Z tH(Bhaopichitr 2022/
01/12). RIZFEA} 4ol A2 A& Hl= A2 129 27Y
UAEFellA 20231 Bi=59] A BEES AEAQ 38%E 24

T A& ZAol2kal tk(Sriring and Thaicharoen 2022).

2. =M M gt MRl ZH|

A AAZ s A= os 23 7o) deja dFo] e

AL o] TR Fo] BAstE = FAI] A2 A, Ej=o]
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13 DY o) RO HAS 3B BHL 1) <u
ogo} WelTk, e aRto] ohuiet A AAZE 2022 ol AEl §-
S2jeluis} 212l 489) 71549} 713 Bl st o€l 5

A ofgl e AT YTk B T8 5F AR Ul 4UAT,
TE)n Fo] ATHol AT AATLs0h e Avy] AEoR 4
% £3) 5o A7 ACHA, B £ A5 Az @A

FAIE B 2022\ ZAATAIE 2,5309) BT 70 E)e] A}
£ 7153k 2023\ 300 = o] =7l iRt dE =S AT A
o= o dElo], AFPF It 4] SR Q1T AALATL R
AR BAINES AHEE 7 e oI tBhaopichitr 2022/
12/21). ©]9} BEo] ml=9] F=ol] tigk Bi=A] B3 7= o4 24|
2 HieA] F9] @] 2024 d71A] o]ojd Aol al ezl A= 2
HARQI FFo] UL Aoltt. 53] oA Bitee Akt At
AFol AREEE REEA| 29%71 TiRtell A =A%7] wiZol ei= U]
AzPY 5= EF 274S WX T F 02 ot Yuvejwattana
and Nguyen 2022).
8 =7Fec] A 7k HlE Ao E s A
/‘]o} oe] Z7P7F =4 F7ket ek 740 gl 7
A5l Axlth. 53] ASEAN =7} T AtHE o= oA ¢
o] & Hi=ollAl 9= vl§ e = =7t ’bu\o‘ﬁi olo ATk
g gxl Aog 2o g A2 y1A wik St gl=e] 2022
d 493 59 Aolol] &R} BV 4.65% ]/‘1 T1%E 743}
Ack AT £V 3] T2 Yo 84% oo AF 7H %
I} 13.78%2] 54| 50| A Trading Economics 2022). ©]73+-
B H= AF= s 7 2R BAs] fal 95 ve=
Hxshe AR AR =4 f7PF A dssiiA 231y A
SH] Bz BAo] i 48 AH|E old o E FAIsh= A

.
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o7l AH Al hukE TketAl HA, ol & BHe FF
A} 22 ool 2022\ 3E77HA] NIz BAR= 5.39% 715
IHH, FF3FAE 7% A THWorld Bank Group 2022: 18;
NESDC 2022: 2).

oA AFHE A 20223 EjFo] AAE-S A5lH

2 YA, 495E 8L7EA] 1% ol 3T AE

g = ggol Asaive e vkl de £259 $7 &

23] Ao RIT. 23] e Mula]] SRS

I

T

o]

32

al

“
olM o

L
2
2

w ©

Ao o af

e EHE AI, AAE ARIES Bl s 2 A=

o} 7kmHlE 22 7FEAS &Y Sl It World Bank Group
2022: 19; Thoopkrajae 2022). Foll A AR7} &da
MRS 918l mRAgh Righ 2 A 2 Bxg gL e
22 AT A S22 S ksl ol o= Bx o]
ATkl & 7 ok ol & g 3% A ZHo] gl EE o)F
ABE 2020197 2021 Afo]] HIZEE0] 6.8%Cl4] 6.3%= Hoizl
Holl = B2t World Bank Group 2022: 13, 19). A= o] HH
H2ae W] f8liAe 115 Eol(Krungthai) Bhe =930 7
g+ W2 %(Pao Tang)o|eh= ofEE|AloldE& B3l AlA sl oF Shrh=
Holt}, 2~utEZo|Y HE3 Y 22 771& &F3HA &3 o]&2
oju] A% TANARE At Aolth =g @Al whe} <IE
U 571 t27] wlwol] £571 A3 oA AHolA= o] B
Zm AAEo] wold Fhboll §IATHAmphunan et al. 2022).
AAa5T0 Nt AeE slaslie e URbo R Zotetoldo] A4
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52 %=0]aL o|= QIR AAaS5Fe] aHlE FUAIE & Al o
© =9 o

27} ok AAE 20223 102 =9 ¥ HA
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A2 AL V%A dA 22AG
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7182 TaTIde QA 4t

rr

2 A o] a5k

A9 G ) HA

= S

= L A 02 Lo]7} ol
3 73] 538 SEAEY HYGS ASAA FAA] F kS
n)Hokar A|Al-28-8 *1 23t World Bank Group 2022: 18-19). &

& AAUF Qo] =5 A I 2308 A 1o A
q

K

o

.

! 5
o F o= WS Y=t AR Tz HY

huls p=4
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O] THTaptim 2022).

xo

3. 20234 ™Y

Elj = 2-3)(Bank of Thailand)-> El= 74|17} 2023 3.7%, 20243
39%E S ASS ACE Yor Qrh 2023dol= HuY
oA F=o] M-S gt = 2,3509F o] 2=l Fgo] =
& Zo=m e A #FPFY FE3H olol mE 11§ 7t
AABEY Fa Fo| 2 Zo|tk gAYl HST BASE L
U 2 FFEAE A 18 D bF A50] Eog o]o]
A Zlo]al o]= WXt AHIE TS FHAIZE Zlo]7] W&o thBOI
2022). olell H7EAARS LR o) S| A2 2023 FIXE ARlE
3%, FIZE BARE 2.6%, 33 FARE 24%E 571 A 0E o7t
(NESDC 2022: 5). 2023 3% &4R|A} E7FAFE AgH] 5o 4
S 7 Bol vk Ao & dEh Har 232 20231 d AsH|
FSES 9.9%E KBl AHRF S7EAE 2023\ d0lE 3%, 202413
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&= 2.1%%= o}\?r?% Ao Z Yt JATKBOI 2022).

2023\ dell= AdE oA */1:% 2 AA) 3ED A0 o4
ARE B B Utk Bl= BRI 53] 2023\ 9] BAIS RS 5
Ho 2 7tskal = Aol H}i T 5= sl A stz
A% F=<1 #FAL] FAglo|th. 2019 F=< IFAL wid Elfj=
< WEshs oF 47 WO o=l WA T oF 28%F AAE A=
2 71 757} AKSriring and Thaichareon 2022). A= Z=ollA]
Ho| nlojgj ) T FRE] BT AR F7H Tl o

< WOl
e 34T B a@o} VAR, oI B A BESlE 3
| =

aiﬂ(saanglo 2023/01/06) A gt o A ;“ = NE T B34
23 alj9] Aol SVIshe 2 B}t AR vlol#] 9] Sk
& = glaL, tere] Algheol 5‘9‘151 v Arje o2 g

o] TRk A Ee] Al AHES dod o Jltke e &

ot webA F=elA v s 04637’4&1:1— 3l9] 719ES vIEst
O B2 FAE 2817 28l tAE Qlzas 753kl =4 3l A
A AL 7IRZ=A 9G] 7S 7RSO R QARIE vAo) ke R
TAAE 87} UthBangkok Post 12/21)

E

V. e= 2]} 3h-elf A "o 2] e} "TRRbAG”

o 9y

1. i 2|l A=t BhA|

elol A e B B SIS wE SolAlolelx] F
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g G w2t v= S]] ol AAsa 9, wl=
2 o] 7182 Atar Qths H71Eo] Utk 20223 69 W]
AT Zo|= 9 1Elo] WA uHaT Felo T b=t o] @

O

s Adsta Argos S43%0W A% AHE ==
(Cobra Gold)E- 2023'd-E] E]r/\] 2 Sl X572 Ytk
A, 79 Z Moy T o] T ugdt th 233 ek
SR A 1 1079 Stol s Sis]= ok A, o]
EY £97 vl= 3588 0] WEste] Bi=o] “oprlolellA T 2
e S Axdoe A Sl I SAZ AAEAT. ol =
=0] - €] 1((bamboo diplomacy)®)7} THA| S8 3} & <ol A
Ap=e] o]ejinto] ofe} A W H3E Fehs WEFo = yobd
ZAolgks 71t7F Y2715 $HCk(Strangio 2022/06/14; Cheeppensook
2022; =73 A 2022/07/06; 73EE 2022/11/19). Hl=3} F=ro] 45
I o] AstErE 258 Hl= 22 FLam7FE0] Tl A
AR i AE A8k AEE 7 7137 Atk Ao
o} ol2lgt WIS of9A B Hi=o] 25208 A5 ojud
= PABHA] oL E o IA] ZA| sl tissisithe As
=]

‘T Qarekar o] =AY ei=o] FA4839 FHA

2R Bl=o] A A9} slje] FrliolA I
AUtA = o) ARk Q)= 7o th(Poonkham 2021; Strangio
2022/07/12; Boonyatus 2020). Bi=2] 2|44 Q= SA)o %
Asio o) WE FHH, ASE Bake] A%ow ols 44 o B

6) ‘7 2la= thiuir) vkl $jojx= 24
7

Sfa) frasha 4849 thel AHg HeBrhe A

ElZo] I7le] AT AFE
S ofxog wHI Dok
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oA, FH=RI A=HA ol A7EE=, vlER ol Hls Bl=e] B

1 A WA= A3 FeiFvhe H7FF L2THWalker
2022). 2022'd0ll= FEobrlotollA 3t) F8 s o] A,
Bl -2 ool 7 Al @ H A (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation,
oJsl APEC) ¥]9|& FHsIaLE, 11 o] Zisllo A g1l FopA
o} %3/d3]2J(East Asia Summit)$} o]F &lo A - G209 13|
AR d F55 it HrP) FE ol&th dxvlAoY]
Z3 =R g5do] 3 2 EEZHr|2 A7) Aoy of
93 S r 2 e g0l EEe AR WEske] =A% &
A sl AR HAE Holal, G014 = = HiolE thE®
AR T4 A T2 hE® 43 AE rhagte2A n)-F
Zsolgke @ fal BAlY Ha dAE sk e FAYe B
A 2la o] 2Bt W eE Zlol Hlshd 20221 Bi=e] flae
A Fojel Ao S And 7|3E AvE Z8skA AT
(Pongsudhirak 2022).

2022300 Bfj=2] thej@A el oM FE5E vkl A2 H 7HA|
AATE AT AR 304 @ gl Bj=} ARg-T]oleulofe] A
7} 73k Zolth 1989'd & Wl AR o] oke] o]yt
o] o9 ks Wetal 22 3 AR FAolA dskd Bl
gahel A Ttk AR, T1E]a o] Fel i AR AL ] flsl
AR AR Qs A o] = 719919 w4t 7 AF
AR AZIE ARgHokerlo BR= A=) B o8 SA%
3} Hi= s AkEel i A= SX" S WelA Aok A o=
AY TEETE T AAYE Ei=olAl ol AR otetH] ot}
= o) B s FAES ARG AAH EHE doxl A
Zolgtar & = Utk 2016\ | F ml= T4 L|u g A i F
Aol BAFEE Hojur] figh wgo] Bant= Wl At fA|AE
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FTAOZE o] FAAHA] ATl olgiH|ol= ofAolR & E8]7] Al
2 a1, o] A= 20221 Ml g} FElE Aol 257k
o] o] A o]t Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2022; B4 2022/04/
26).

=AEE 109 12900 A FAgtoly FEo thet Aot
EHA W AEE foshs Aot 4L o8 €9 U5 5

F3oA Hime] T, IE 5 I 3= I 71HEE

2 =
g FHHIL F2 BEe aFshe F9 Bolgke] WHES W

ok Ble 2iAjoe} AL Atk sl AAH o R FAF O R
T A &5 Ao| fitk olF T Hl=re] HFH<U
ol &o = X9X|A] il ATE A5 A
U= W71 JAITHEEE 2022/11/19), & SHH O 2= AoQt &3
FY 11 Bi=olA E8 ofroteH A AR LEA 3]ofol 2Alo}
o5 FRlo] A A W37 vl Bi=o] 71 RS A
HAok= A% Q) vl 2 Hlo]E thEHo| &0 AE 2o
ZH4817] 913l APEC 3]9] B3-S BHIE AJ3olA mely A5
Al FRO A o= ORE F83F 7t At Aotk
(Strangio 2022/10/13).

AR 2= vk 202213 119 1819 Ej=HollA I APEC 3] 9|%
o} meks Fe7) SAFoelA A =Ate] MRS Ale] tiEE <l
715 EolaL, QIzuAotel]l 7FAA HE B9 Yu S HAIE]
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el & SRA, AA k= T FA4 vkl Hrpta itk
AR-Hoteu|ole] matE Bl ANt A|Atel ko] ofjulyd
4% tiEEe] 58 SHoE Hag A3 WEst v4s &
ARk, o= Z HlolE thEwd thal 7hde} dfjg s a0l
A, FE A iEde] IRAE A RFEE il Byt
(Thai PBS World’s Regional Desk 2022). El=2] 3+ FX|&A= =
Hlo] & T8 o] EXte] AF ool A3 A FAA 5
& Rl QA AL, B2 S2E 948 3 2oy ﬂw“ﬂh
%%Wongsudhlrak 2022). 713 Sils B3l 7IXE Z=stal =

55 FolH A 84S PN S F3EE f{P 3lojef +
Q %EZﬂO]‘}i‘?j BCG(Bio-Circular-Green) 7gAol] thgt 34221 3
F= AAARE, AGZ2F o] BCG ol Fo{sh= Bl= 7149 At
2|41, o] A o] Av= %EP— o] ARto] 22f A7 W&
| B aFE drlole F=53o| UtHThai PBS World’s
Regional Desk 2022).

N

2

2. 71eiR S (RANE SRR o A

El=o] Ao W) FFE G AAIA 9o AAHA HojA= ol
+ A F7HAE & F Ut AR EE v 5 FEke) 7R
Ao ek, 1o ol thsl FEgh s 2 WS A AISEA]
L3ba1, <283 2l (quiet diplomacy)’ S SZAIZ w]gknte] 9)7] A
goll Aol FAlell 77k 457 tieo® dstal vk Flol
oF 2021 29 FHEL o] F- 213 €] 7131 52t 2,800 o) de] Al
So] APE3Ea, 17,4007 o)e] AlRlIEo] A £ TH Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners (Burma)). 2021 FHJER] S 0]
2 A R B SR W ok FEk B Eis ookl
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98 AAE 7bsiEel= 2@ 7pto) oA =

A o] Hi=e] =7} QER | wX= @k HiE 211, o713
g2 1229l =S FA5k ok AR
Rk} 711 FolA W HEE J;
AEZ7F H7 93-S 158 A5 A= B73ka, Ikt
AR7} “o=akA] -2 gl thal ARy wlol Ml e
= E8Y olygtal ARAS Gl thSanglee 2022/07/13). ©]oll th=o]
HEFES Mok A A 5 FHEE B8l e ] o
ol A AP BESH] A3l vkt i Al s
AL F3lal okal oK Strangio 2022/01/19).

E& vkt iz QAR A3l tis) Blmo] SRR
UAA sfidslior & A9l Qi oFsk ofAIQE BAET 1l o8-
2 ARl 2021d 490 ﬁ@ﬂ 578 el AFek(Five-Point
Consensus)”©] oFF-8 B8-S 73l QA Fatal, AW w7152
238 o] FoJAlahE mIRkn} Aol 1‘41611 733 )35 SHA| e
TARE ARSI e AAY AARE B, H= 22 AF
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<Abstract>

Thailand 2022: The Chances of Change Created
by Crises

Sinae Hyun
(Institute for East Asian Studies at Sogang University)

In the third year of the global pandemic and the eighth year of the
military regime’s authoritarian rule in Thailand, signs of change
generated by the crises emerged in 2022. Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha survived the fifth court case against him in September while
the conservative right-wing elites that had supported Prayut’s regime
began to split, reducing the possibility of power consolidation among
them. On the other hand, millennials and Gen Z activists that have
arduously led the anti-military democratization movements since the
2014 coup succeeded in entering the political arena, augmenting the
progressive political parties’ influence and popular base. The latter group
is now preparing for a generational shift in politics through the general
election in 2023.

Easing the travel restrictions across the globe in 2022 helped revive the
tourism industry in Thailand, reducing the unemployment rate and
recovering private consumption and investment levels. The three-year
economic recession under the pandemic left a lesson to Thailand which

heavily relied on tourism and export-oriented manufacturing. The signs
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of change emerged when the Thai economic sectors started looking into
the possibility of developing digital infrastructure, a green and
low-carbon production base and improving labor conditions, especially
through the increase in the minimum wage. Although the unstable
international economic conditions shall continue, the Thai economy may
well recover to the pre-pandemic level in 2023.

Passive responses to the crisis in Myanmar and the failure to produce
visible impacts from the regional summit convinced the international
observers of Thailand's declining diplomatic power and regional
leadership role. To restore the previous economic and diplomatic
leadership on the regional stage, Thailand shall proactively resolve the
domestic and external crises and integrate the demands for reform from

the young generations and the working class.

Key Words: Prayut Chan-o-cha, Shinawatra, minimum wage, subsidy,

inflation, quiet diplomacy, bamboo diplomacy






