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s17] f1gk Wo 2 AyE Aot o]F 19881 %0 “Institute” =
TS T At etae) 23 34 20051 ETh et
2 435Itk st P Y FAdH 1S =07 St F3 0]
Atk olFA TG Z FAHA SR ErIsHstue V&
o] 8t 7l wololl JFdted, A} vhAL A A 5 9
A HATE A SxbeE7 st gus & 7Rt ot 72 g
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AFETEre] e 1 it QiR Fokth HEE AYE AL
Hostale FFeFietal(Payap University) 2, 1974d¢] X]wto]e
SHEAT AP &S BAA AlEU Y] B8-S SHthEa
o X wX= F=Folt}t. 1y 2ol S AFHHEY] dF 7}
So] FES oA, B4 AAS A7) st 1 dus
gsl= s Eo] AAUAL At ABAC(Assumption University) 2]
J3} AAHMBA)L}T A58 SAKBBA) 14, W=} 3la(Bangkok
University)] A&8tolu} Fstdd, Fojx|oke-th&al(Huachiew
Chalermprakiet University)2] ghejtfe} eFshtlgl Go] 27lojt) AL
HTuES 47 A9 A& S435sPA S gaete]
BAYNA Aobdr] Sk 25 EAEaL gtk
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7N d=o] Utk o]l AHHu ST AES BE B ok
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&k ZihbalGit) ol A4 201010 AR AP S 71 O E A, Blsoll A
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L g-d 71&31&3 $|(Technology Promotion Association: Thai-Japan)
7} 20079% A AFHus7 1R R, $89 JRI)E, 49 5
Al 7 sHFo| A ZbzE Shatel AL #pgo) JidE o] Stk
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(3) AFYEIHE(Community College)
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=9 s 2sla A WS =rd BHo 197730 FAAR
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AA 2077t FFE A Ak AFHE S F& 2 = 3d
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(4) 71} 7]
Qloll AT wHHF IFUFH Y] At A DTSV |HE
19 = aFuS9A3]9] o4t A el e FATHOE of

Alo}el 3 ki 8kl {717 (University Mobility in Asia and the Pacific,
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RIHED), o}x]o}-g-a}tl8H(Asian Institute of Technology, AIT), o}A|
ol A THASEAN University Network, AUN) 5] =], o] &
olrola- I SHAIT)E Bl=F a8 A3} 7o) opd MAgRa =t
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A&kl (F 1471 et
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Mahidol University &

ARk AN (& 167] et
Kasetsart University
National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA)
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7\ AT etal (¥ 4070 oSk
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Rajamangala University of Technology Krungthep
Rajamangala University of Technology Phra Nakhon

=
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College of Asian Scholars
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ARUE NS (F 2070 thel)
Pattanee Community College
Songkhla Community College
Yasothon Community College 5

4 ;e 25993 9 0]A] (www.mua.go.th)
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e
olst A
Z A4 | 31,132 1,759,084 | 12,609 | 184,826 | 1,243 | 20,006 | 2,294 | 2,011,194
1.2 | 3.981| 1,514,628 | 11,742 | 172,414 | 1,203 |18,385| 2,294 | 1,751,647

=

B
02 HU

AL BRAL | ZIEH | BA

THN 383| 317,498| 507| 63261| 263| 8,576 85| 390,576
kXM | 12,446 | 124,927  206| 2,212 - 58 -| 139,894
24t 2,304| 170,017 99| 35211| 862| 6,742 -| 215,235
A -|  444745| 2213| 55,586 -| 1,559| 2,090 506,193

st 15,848 | 457,396 | 8,717 | 16,144 78| 1,447 119 499,749

2 M) 151| 244,456 867 | 12412| 40| 1,621 -| 259,547
AR -| 201,510| 403| 11,465| 40| 1,621 -| 215,039
ARAEY 151 42,946 464 947 - - -| 44,508

# HIAL 7] A Bl s S ds]d] HaskA] ke d5 uistae} Al ist
o, 283 ARFYEIE L [A 9] 2t FEE AoZ AA Al e xell YERE
FAED 58 ZoF o H

Z3] : Office of Higher Education Commission 2011b: 176-177.
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AH FOlA oS tiEe R 7E AT &
a1, AAAR] wso] AR A2 gulsA AdREE 237 1209
H, 4Rt APlEe] 159 Y-S A H GAks 23 Ui o] &=
£ 5-60d0l AHA] ZFethal & ok

T 23 AADA ol el st s BANE AE A S
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ARE k= Algeltt 53], AAt a5 g7 159 Ald
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FEFE VA= FH 43 B¥ste] O @A ov|E 24k
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oiz|et &7 Ha}, &5 =T A HY 8, B olew A9
T 25 FYo 4, TX dYo B, Fadw s} ax

7) A2zt 2EwSAVIEA 159 AP HE a5 uS9U3](Office of Higher
Education Commission, OHEC)<¢} El=r A2 E ¢34 (Knowledge Network
Institute of Thailand, KNIT) 7} Hgslar ok

8) Al2at LE WSV EA 151 Alg o] AR W82 AXMEYIATA FH A
(www.knitor.th) AR FES goF Q183+ Aot
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o} 3 S8AAEEH gt 4 FRS olFL AER T
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9) eil=o]Z “HAElZ B =] YK Sufficient Economy)” o]2}al 31, St=o]Z = F873A
Fgto 2 W 4 Atk @ 94 FrjE F9o] 70 dERE 2%tsr] Al
Zrsted, A 91717 GAE 00 2RE Ao Z AREY] AlAeth
2 &L 85 1f0] BATERE A7HA AAlgtl 88 5 vk ANds
o R, Ak vl FEAS A 02 A 7MY, A9, 37}94- AlA 9] v
EQA oA 23R &S A F Avke 3] Fo ot} o]e 53] A
FRE] WA %ﬂ‘é‘ T %‘x% AZ2E kel S AA-T= HelA 8=
B ok}t UN 5 AIAIFCZ o3& Wil glovt, dZolMe 1 dadel a3
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<Abstract>

History of Higher Education in Thailand and
Challenges to Improvement

PARK Kyung Eun
(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

Ancient Thai Education was primarily conducted in the Buddhist
temples and it was not until the seventeenth century when the first
Western-style school was built in Thailand. The modern higher
education, which used to be available only to the elite of the society or to
governmental officials for training purposes, has become more open to
the general population and, as a result, there has been a dramatic increase
in the number of beneficiaries of modern higher education. Currently, the
total number of higher education institutions that are registered with the
Higher Education Commission at the Thai Ministry of Education
amounts to 170, and more than 2 million students are enrolled in higher
education institutions as of 2011. During the wave of industrialization
from the end of the 1970s through the 1980s, the Thai government
focused on the quantitative expansion of its higher education. However,
the focus shifted to fostering qualitative growth in higher education and
producing graduates with a better quality of education after the
government underwent an economic crisis at the end of the 1990s which
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made it become keenly aware of the need for qualitative improvement in
its education system. "The second 15-Year Long Range Plan on Higher
Education (2008-2022)" reflects the Thai government’s efforts to adjust
Thai higher education to domestic and international circumstantial
changes, and satisfy its need for globalization and provide Thai students
with better quality higher education. However, some critics of the Thai
government’s plan for higher education fear that autonomization of
universities can result in the commercialization of universities and the
ill-prepared but profitable degree programs created by some universities
which can produce subpar graduates, creating a major obstacle against
qualitative growth of Thai higher education in the future. Therefore, in
order to have qualitative growth in higher education that leads the nation’s
political, economic, societal and cultural development, it appears that it is
necessary for the Thai government to arrange a more comprehensive and
fundamental measure for those issues.

Key Words : Thai higher education, qualitative growth, 15-Year Long
Range Plan, autonomization.



