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A Comparative Research on the Korean Jumong Myth
and the Thai Phra Ruang Myth

Young—-aih Kim

This is a comparative research on the korean Jumong myth and the thai
Preruang myth, which both have been transmitted from mouth to mouth before
the prehistoric era and also have established national identity as well as
norms of social morals and culture. Therefore. nobody has ever raised rational
refutation against the idea about main characters of myth which was the
symbol and glory of the nation.

Just like the Jumong myth has been more national, political and inspiriting
the national identity according the era, the Phraruang myth., which is a
legend about the King Sri-Intradit, the first thai Kingdom, Sukhothai, has
also shown more national characteristics. Especially it shows the superiority of
the thai that have won independence from the Empire of the Khmer by
Wajasit and national wisdom.

Judging Jumong and Phraruang from the point of view as a hero or the
hero’s life, the two myths are very coincident both in contents and roles. The
researcher has gained some next conclusions from comparing and analyzing the
two myths. First, the founders of the two nations have a character of hero by
nature. Second, the two heroes, the sons of God, can have a intercourse from
earth to underground or heaven freely. Third. Jumong, inspire of his divinity,
accept nonviolently and magically, and overcomes many hardships and
difficulties by himself during growth and founding the nation: on the other
hand Phraruang overcomes hardships and difficulties by himself, but by
Wajasit. an ability which almost equals God. It shows the difference of the
idea about royal power or the kingship between the two nations. Finally,
Phraruang myth is more south mythical as compared with Jumong myth, but
it is more north mythical with Taosaenpom myth, the legend about the
founder of the kingdom of Ayuthia, the second kingdom of Thailand.

Key words : comparative research, thai myth, Phra Ruang myth



