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Abstract

Tragedy of Market Economy Reflected in
Vietnamese Short Stories

Bae, Yang-Soo

(Pusan Univ. of Foreign Studies)

The paper focuses on learning about the people and identifying
contemporary social issues of Vietnam reflected by Vietnamese short stories.
Also, we expect to find out that any society implies in it similar issues,
wherever it is in Korea, in Vietnam or in other countries.

The subject has been considered on the basis of 10 short stories selected in
many literature collections, such as Selected short stories 1992~ 1994,
Interesting short stories 1994, Selections of stories in contest 1996,
Interesting and award-winning stories, Interesting and award-winning stories
Magazine of Army Literature and Arts (Tap chi Van Nghe Quan Doi),
Interesting short stories 1997, Interesting short stories 2000, Selected short
stories 2002.

The research documentation is subjectively selected by the author, who
did read and choose them based on matched criteria of reflecting social
issues. This subjectiveness may define limitation of the paper’s

generalization as outcome.
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The paper is approached from historical methodology, combined with
sociological literature as a additive tool of analysis.

The paper’s outcome is the findings of contemporary issues of Vietnamese
society, such as drugs, prostitution, corruption, personal issues coming from
industrialization and modernization processes (desolateness of old persons,
real state speculation ---). The above mentioned issues also occur in our
Korean society. There may be differences in details but there are many

similarities in general.

Key words: Vietnam, Vietnamese literature, Vietnamese Short Story,

Vietnamese temporary literature, market economy.



