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<Abstract>

A Review of Southeast Asia-related
Development Cooperation Studies in Korea:
Exploring a Possible Contribution from the

Critical Southeast Asian Studies

KIM So—Yeun
(Institute for East Asian Studies, Sogang University)

KANG Ha—Nee
(Graduate School, Sogang University)

Domestic debates on ‘international development’ has hitherto been
rather more focused on the narrow topic of Official Development
Assistance (ODA) - therefore, practical and practice-oriented enquiries
for the former’s effective implementation have dominated the field
as a result. However, such lack of foundational debates on
‘development’ has rendered the field inept to respond to the rapidly
changing development landscape since the new millennium both
globally and in Southeast Asia. With this particular problematique in
mind, the paper argues for the utility of critical Southeast Asian
studies in enriching theoretical debates in Korea’s international
development studies. In doing so, we analysed the trend of academic
research published since 2000, of which theme concern international
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development with a specific geographical focus on Southeast Asia.
The result shows that such publication and the thematic issues have
witnessed rapid quantitative growth since 2007 - while the nature of
the publications still clearly remained practical and practice-oriented
for effective execution of ODA. We therefore propose the critical
Southeast Asian studies to overcome the problematique above by
emphasising more inter-/multi-disciplinary approaches that challenge
the hegemonic paradigm in the field.

Key Words: Southeast Asian Studies, Critical Southeast Asian Studies,
international development, international development
cooperation, research trend analysis



