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<Abstract>

Thailand in 2017: The Resurgence of “Sarit
Model” and Thai-Style Democracy

PARK Eun—Hong
(Sungkonghoe University)

Thailand in 2017 the public sentiment has turned against the
military government. The four pledges the military declared
immediately after the 2014 coup, restoration of democracy, addressing
of divisive politics, eradication of corruption, and stimulation of the
economy have all failed. In the same year, however, Thai military
junta began to recover it's diplomatic relationship with western
countries including US and EU owing to promulgation of the new
constitution endorsed by King Maha Vajiralongkorn and the lavish
funeral of late King Bhumibol Adulyadej which was attended by huge
number of condolence delegations from around the world including
US Defense Secretary James Mattis. Since the 2014 coup, US has
sanctioned the country under military junta led by General Prayuth
Chan-o-cha for urging them back to the barracks. EU also joined this
sanction measures. US signaled change in it's policy when General
Prayuth got the chance to visit US and meet President Donal Trump
in 2017. General Prayuth Chan-o-cha's military junta could start to
restore it's reputation internationally. Domestically, he used absolute
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powers based on section 44 of the interim constitution, also guranteed
in the new constitution. Oversea and national human rights groups
have criticized that the interim constitution for permitting the NCPO,
Thai military junta's official name, to carry out policies and actions
without any effective oversight or accountability for human rights
violations. On 1 December 2017, Thailand marked the one-year
anniversary of King Maha Vajiralongkorn’s accession to the throne
as the country’s new monarch, Rama X. In the first year of King
Rama X’s reign, arrests, prosecutions, and imprisonment under Avrticle
112 of Thailand’s Criminal Code (lese-majeste) have continued
unabated in Thailand. NCPO has continued to abuse Article 112 to
detain alleged violators and curb any form of discussion regarding
the monarchy, particularly on social media. In this worsening human
rights environment General Prayuth Chan-o-cha enforced
continuously campaign like Thai-style democracy- an effort to
promote largely autocratic “Thainess’ in such a way that freedom of
expression is threatened. It is a resurgence of “Sarit Model’. In the
beginning of 2017 Thai military government raised the slogan of
‘opportunity Thailand” in the context of ‘Thailand 4.0° project which
attempts to transform Thai economy based on industry-driven to
innovation-driven for recovering robust growth. To consider freedom
and liberty as a source of innovation, ‘Thailand 4.0° led by “Sarit
Model’ without democracy would be skeptical.

Key Words: Prayuth Chan-o-cha, NCPO, Section 44 of Interim
Constitution, Lese Majeste Law, Sarit Model, Thai-Style
Democracy






